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Specialist language: 

Secular 

 

Non-religious. E.g. 
secular school 

Persecution  Persecution – 
persistently cruel 
treatment, often due 
to religion or belief 
(persecuted people 
might be unjustly 
imprisoned or even 
killed)  

Reconciliation Restore peace and 
harmony/ make up 

Pilgrimage A pilgrimage is a 

journey to a 

sacred/holy place. It is 

usually an act of 

religious devotion. 

Ecumenical 
movement 

representing or 
promoting unity within 
the different Christian 
Churches.  

Evangelism  

 

Preaching the gospel to 
others with the 
intention of converting 
them to the Christian 
faith 

 

The Nature and Importance of Prayer 

‘Go to your room, close the door and pray to your Father who 

is in heaven.’ Matthew- Bible 

Prayer is how Christians communicate with God. Jesus taught 

the disciples to pray. Protestants believe all Christians have 

direct access to God through Christ ‘No one gets to the Father 

except by me.’ Prayer makes faith deeply personal, praying 

together can give huge spiritual support 

Types of prayer: Adoration- deep love and respect for God. 

Confessional – statement of faith through prayer. 

Contemplation- meditation. Penitential- (penance) saying 

sorry/repenting. Praise – giving thanks (might include hymns). 

Thanksgiving- saying thank you. Supplication- asking for 

something  

Extempore prayer- spontaneous and personal 

 

The Sacraments 

Eucharist/Holy Communion: Holy 

Communion=remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice. Through 

this sacrament Christians receive God’s grace (blessing). 

“Drink, this is my blood poured out for the forgiveness 

of sins….” Bread=body wine=blood 

Baptism: It is a sign renouncing sins and welcoming into 

the Christian community. Renewal and a new life with 

God. “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ” some denominations only baptize 

adults as Jesus was an adult at his baptism. 

Marriage: joining two people before God in a lifelong 

committed relationship. "A man will leave his father 

and mother and be united to his wife” 

Confirmation: renewal of your baptism promises. A sign 

of your being a part of the Christian faith 

Penance: asking for forgiveness. Catholics do this in a 

confession box in Church. ‘Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you.’  

Ordination: dedicating life to God e.g. being ordained as 

a priest/vicar. Jesus said be 'fishers of men'. 

Anointing the sick: blessing given to the sick/dying to 

reassure them and give spiritual strength 

 

 

 

Forms of Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                

‘Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them.’ 

Liturgical worship is doing the same thing each week. There is an order to the service. Most religious services like this will have it all 

written down a special book called a liturgy. Eucharist is an example of liturgical worship. Non Liturgical or informal worship is a style 

of worship that changes each time. Pentecostal Christians worship in this way. Christians who worship in this way will often feel that 

the Holy Spirit is entering them during worship. They may speak in tongues or and complete laying on of hands. Individual worship is 

important, it is in addition to attending church. Many Christians feel it is important to form a personal relationship with God.  

 Pilgrimages 

Walsingham-In Norfolk. Holy place since 1601 when the widow of 

the lord of the manor had a vision of the Virgin Mary asking her to 

build a replica of her house in Nazareth. Both Catholics and 

Anglicans can visit. Important because represents the place Jesus 

birth was announced. Pilgrims visit the holy house, say prayers and 

light candles for loved ones. Catholics attend a huge outdoor mass 

(with Communion). Visit the slipper chapel to give thanks to God 

for a safe journey and walk a mile without shoes as pilgrims in the 

past would have done 

Taize-In France. Accepts Christians from all denominations 

(ecumenical). Run by monks with a devotion to peace and justice. 

Started in 1940 and is the largest growing place of pilgrimage 

(approx. 100, 00 young people go to Taize a year) Christians ages 

18-30 visit and join the monks in worship 3 times a day. Pilgrims 

spend time studying the Bible, reflecting in silence and meeting in 

discussion groups. Resolution of conflict is at the heart of Taize  

 
Easter 

Easter is the most important festival in the Christian 

calendar. It remembers the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. ‘I am the way the truth and the life. No one gets 

to the Father except by me.’ 

Lent is 40 days leading up to Easter and is to remember 

the time Jesus spent in the desert fasting and praying 

(the devil tried to tempt him but he resisted). Ash 

Wednesday is the first day of lent. Christians often give 

something up for lent to remember Jesus being tested 

Maundy Thursday marks the last supper when Jesus 

broke bread and wine and told his disciples it was his 

body and blood ‘poured out for the forgiveness of sins’. 

Good Friday marks the day Jesus died on the cross. It is 

a day of mourning and special services will be held. 

Catholics may fast on this day.  

Easter Sunday remembers Jesus’ resurrection 

reminding Christians that he died for their sins and 

rose again showing the soul lives on and the righteous 

can have eternal life in heaven. 

  

Christianity in Britain 

Churches are closing because of failing attendance but 2011-  59% of 

population said they were Christians. 

UK public holidays are influenced by Christmas and Easter- School 

holidays fall over these festivals. Laws like ‘Do not Kill’ reflect Biblical 

teachings from the 10 commandments. Lots of people marry in a church 

even if they’re not religious. Meetings of both houses of parliament open 

with prayers. Typically people swear on a Bible to tell the truth in court 

(although you can request otherwise). Restricted Sunday trading hours 

(Keep the Sabbath holy)  

 

Christmas 

The celebration of the Birth of Jesus. Advent begins 4 Sundays before 

Christmas- traditionally Christians would have fasted during advent 

(advent calendars countdown to Christmas day). Christingle services take 

place in Churches where you might make an orange and a candle to 

symbolise Jesus being the ‘light of the world.’ 

Midnight mass takes place on Christmas Eve and is a special church 

service to reflect on the Life of Jesus and that God sent him to save sins.  

 

Tearfund 

 ‘Rich people who see a brother in need, 

yet close their hearts against them, cannot 

claim that they love God.’  

-Support children in Colombia by setting 

up sports clubs (a safe space away from 

gangs)  

-Provide food parcels and hygiene 

products in Syria  

-Educate about more effective farming 

methods in difficult to cultivate areas such 

as Africa 

Raises public awareness about poverty and 

discrimination and campaigns against the 

causes of poverty. Puts ‘love your 

neighbour’ into action. 

 

Open Doors 

Established in 1955. They distributes Bibles to people 

who may have had them confiscated or who cannot 

access them in the first place. They train Christian 

leaders to deal with trauma and suffering they may 

face if persecuted for their faith and speak on behalf 

of persecuted Christians to raise awareness eg 

lobbying MPs in the UK government. 

 

Mission and Evangelism 

‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

How? Handing out leaflets (tracts) , Public speaking, 

Knocking door to door, School assemblies (open the 

book), Coffee mornings  

Mission- it is the mission of the Church to pass on the 

message of salvation to all. Sharing faith to save souls 

 

 


